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ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS — PILBARA CITIES 

Motion 

Resumed from 12 October on the following motion moved by Hon Jacqui Boydell — 

That this Council congratulates the Liberal–National alliance government on its investment through the 
royalties for regions program into the Pilbara Cities initiative, further developing the interests and 
opportunities for the people and communities of the Mining and Pastoral Region. 

HON MARK LEWIS (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [1.04 pm]: Luckily, the 
Leader of the House has just reminded me that I need to continue my remarks on this motion. 

Hon Peter Collier: That’s what I’m here for, mate; I’m here to serve! 

Hon MARK LEWIS: That is all very good. 

It is a pleasure to be able to continue my remarks on this very worthy motion. If I recall correctly, I was 
expounding the virtues of one of the programs that is sitting within the Seizing the Opportunity Agriculture 
initiative. I will recap by saying that about 15 projects are sitting within the $350 million Seizing the Opportunity 
Agriculture initiative. A lot of those programs are being delivered into the Pilbara. The Pilbara projects have 
been designed to complement the Pilbara Cities initiative wherever they can, so they dovetail very nicely with 
the Pilbara Cities initiative. 

The Northern Beef Futures project is about getting more cards on the deck to meet the global demand that we 
know exists, particularly in Asia and the Middle East. We do not have enough animals to supply that burgeoning 
market and the ever-increasing population in those regions. Northern Beef Futures is about looking at ways in 
which we can increase our productivity. It is also about making sure that when calves hit the deck, they are able 
to go forward on an increasing plane of nutrition. Nutrition is very important to the quality of the animals that go 
into our export markets and ever increasingly into the higher value, premium markets that the discerning people 
in Asia are willing to pay for. 

That leads me to the issue of genetics. It is important to consider the feed-on capacity that I have alluded to 
previously. However, we also need to shift our genetics in the north to meet customer demand and customer taste 
and quality requirements. As we know, in the Kimberley and Pilbara, our genetics have been somewhat wanting, 
particularly in the last 20 to 30 years. We are now looking at having a higher infusion of Brahman and 
Brahman-cross animals in the Pilbara. The Northern Beef Futures project is looking at how we might shift the 
genetics away from predominantly boss indicus to include boss taurus strains. That will give us a broader base 
for our markets, not only into the wet market supply in Indonesia, but also into the higher quality premium 
market in Asia and the Middle East. I have mentioned the work that is being done at Pardoo Beef Corporation 
by Bruce Cheung, who is not only moving beyond boss taurus but also going into a high percentage of 
Wagyu. He will be targeting very high, premium markets. That is the sort of stuff that we need to get into, and 
the Northern Beef Futures project is looking at ways in which we can do that. When we couple genetics with 
feed-on capacity and irrigation of pastures, we can rapidly shift herds and herd quality. No longer do we need 
to put 10 per cent of bulls into a vast area and hope that we get high conception rates. We can bring what we 
might call the softer class of bulls when it comes to genetics back onto a centre pivot. They do not go out of 
that centre pivot. They stay there on a very high plane of nutrition, as I said, and they have the capacity to 
service a greater number of cows. That has the advantage of not only requiring fewer bulls, but they are 
ready to go, so to speak. 

Another thing we do when we have feed-on capacity, which is the whole issue around Pardoo and Wallal and 
others, and the Pilbara Hinterland Agricultural Development Initiative project and down at Warrawagine, is that 
we bring in our females onto the centre pivots initially to get a flush. I am looking at Hon Nigel Hallett. He is 
wondering how I am going to describe this. We get a higher conception rate when obviously the females and the 
males are on a higher plane of nutrition. One of the big things we need to do in the Pilbara and the Kimberley is 
to lift that conception rate from around 50 or 55 per cent to what might be more normally considered 
a benchmark of around 80 to 85 per cent. Once we do that, the economics of the game shift markedly. 

Again, these projects are generally about getting that feed-on capacity through irrigated centre pivots and 
increasing the genetics or the quality of the genetics there, bringing those two together under a feed-on 
opportunity and increasing the conception rates and calving rates. As I said, we can shift a herd and the quality 
of a herd to a specific market very quickly under these conditions. It is about transformation. It is about 
transforming very quickly to meet these virgin markets, as I said. The challenge before us is to have not only 
a million head of cattle in the north between the Pilbara and the Kimberley, but also a system whereby we push 
out two million to three million head of cattle. That is the objective of these projects. 
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I might just leave talking about the Northern Beef Futures project there. It is a very exciting project. Suffice to 
say I am undertaking a review of it right at the moment. When the Northern Beef Futures project conceptually 
started three, four or five years ago, we were uncertain at that stage whether the market pull was there. Built into 
that project was a lot of front-end marketing work and investigations into where that market pull might come 
from. But, as we know, over time, particularly in the last two years, without doubt there has been a very solid 
interest in the Pilbara and, more generally, the north. We have seen that by way of people such as Bruce Cheung 
coming into the industry and what I might call the billionaire club seeing the opportunities that the Pilbara and 
the Kimberley offer, particularly in providing protein to those northern markets. It bodes well and I think the 
project has to shift direction a bit to sort of discount the amount of money we might fund into looking at these 
potential markets because we know they are there. We know commercial interests and players desperately want 
to get into the game and get product dragged through. Ralph Shannon, who is a well-known Queensland beef 
industry guru, is now reviewing that project to see where it sits and how we can get the highest number of calves 
on the ground and have a system of feed-on capacity into a higher value market. No longer should we accept that 
we want only the $1.40 a kilogram Indonesian market. Although that is a very good market and we need to 
ensure that we do everything possible to keep that live export market, we need to ensure that we go up the value 
chain. As I said, we can do that via genetics and via the feed-on capacity with the Wallal, Pardoo, PHADI, 
Warrawagine, Oakover and West Canning projects, as Hon Jacqui Boydell said, as part of the Pilbara Cities 
work and through identifying those resources. 

I also mention—it sneaks into the Pilbara too—the Le Grange project. I do not know whether 
Hon Jacqui Boydell mentioned that, but on the northern end of the Pilbara is the Le Grange aquifer or water 
resource. We have spent a fair bit of money on investigative work, which has highlighted that there are a number 
of significant opportunities also in the eastern Pilbara side of the Le Grange basin. That is another project that we 
can only help and drive Pilbara, and the Pilbara Cities concept, forward. That is about to be announced and 
rolled out. I guess the next step then is to try to work out what high-value industries we can put in there—not 
only the cattle industry, but also other industries for high-value fodder products. 

Another thing I am keen on is to look at where we go with animal nutrition and the pelleting process. Again, it is 
also about moving up the value chain. The Pilbara is absolutely a deadset centre for this. We did not realise that 
the microclimates in the Pilbara are probably theoretically some of the best microclimates in the world to grow 
certain species of plants. One thing that is now very obvious through the Paddy project is the ability to grow 
lucerne that far north, because it is normally grown in a Mediterranean climate. As we know, the Pilbara is 
starting to get into that subtropical environment, but the central Pilbara has summer and winter climates. That 
winter climate is very important. When the temperatures go down, we can grow things other than maize, cotton 
and those sorts of things.  

I am particularly keen to look at the ability of the central Pilbara to develop a major fodder and animal nutrition 
industry. In Outer Mongolia, for example, there is a 100 000-head dairy. This is just one project in China. There 
are other projects in Inner Mongolia and across China, but in Outer Mongolia there is a 100 000-head dairy. 
I remind members that in WA we probably have 60 000 head of dairy cattle and this is one outfit in Outer 
Mongolia that has 100 000 head. I do not know where it gets its fodder and nutrition and rations for that. When 
I went to China, I just saw a complete dearth of animal protein. It did not matter whether it was dairy cattle, beef, 
chickens, pork or fish; there was an absolute dearth of animal protein. As I said, I do not know where they will 
get that animal protein source from.   

As I said, I see a very big opportunity here, particularly in the central Pilbara, through the guidance of the 
Pilbara Hinterland Agricultural Development Initiative, which as Hon Jacqui Boydell said operates under the 
auspices of Pilbara Cities. We can use that project to look at not only growing these higher value plants such as 
lucerne, maize and those sorts of crops that are used in animal feed products, but also developing a secondary or 
value-added industry around pelletising; that is, mixing animal nutrition into a pellet that goes out as a highly 
valued product going principally to China and elsewhere. I know that the Middle East is short of water and it will 
run into trouble in the next decade. We have a major opportunity to take advantage of those water restrictions 
and shortages in both China and the Middle East. I might add that there will be a very big crunch coming in the 
next decade in the Midwest of the United States of America, which currently supplies this produce into China, 
Japan and the higher value markets, with a diminution in the supply of animal protein to those large traditional 
markets. We have to look at these niche opportunities that will give us a competitive advantage. As I said, the 
climate in the central Pilbara is an advantage for producers, and projects like the Department of Agriculture and 
Food’s Northern Beef Futures and PHADI are all about capturing those markets and making sure that agriculture 
is a key driver in our economy that will broaden the economic base for the Pilbara away from being just 
resources-based. It is critical that we do this, and agriculture has a marvellous opportunity to do this. I hope that 
the Treasurer in the other place is listening to this, because I need to explain this to him. 

Hon Stephen Dawson: What do you reckon? 
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Hon MARK LEWIS: I am sure, being a very good economist, he will understand the wisdom, value, logic and 
the evidence-based process that we have gone through to get to where we are. Hopefully, he will be supporting 
us into the future. I am sure he is listening. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: I have just received an SMS that he is trying to listen, if only Hon Stephen Dawson would 
stop interjecting. 

Hon MARK LEWIS: That is terrific! The government has a whole host of other initiatives that will support the 
Pilbara and get the Pilbara Cities concept to realise its full potential. This sits within this government’s 
commitment to its $350 million Seizing the Opportunity Agriculture program, a lot of which is very much 
supporting initiatives in the Pilbara. One initiative is the $24 million that the government has put into natural 
resource management grants, which groups can access to make sure they do what they do, in a production sense, 
in a sustainable way. Western Australia is very good at that. It is probably the leader, particularly in the 
wheatbelt, in minimum tillage; it is world-class in min-till. The Pilbara has legacy issues around the mesquite 
population, particularly at Mardie station on the Fortescue Rive. Mesquite is a blight on the landscape; it is 
a declared plant species that we have to deal with there and grants from the NRM under the Seizing the 
Opportunity Agriculture initiative can go towards resolving that. This initiative can also assist in keeping 
growers and producers up there working together on sustainable production. That is a big initiative that can be 
utilised to eradicate that very large area of mesquite that is located on both sides of the Fortescue River. We can 
also use this fund to drag in commercial players such as CITIC Pacific Mining, even to the point that its mining 
licence was conditional upon getting rid of this very large patch of mesquite. There has been some very 
innovative thinking about not only getting rid of mesquite, but also putting it through some sort of pyrolysis 
process that will generate electricity that could supply the bore field for CITIC Pacific. These groups are not only 
thinking about how to get rid of it by poisoning it and chopping it out, but also thinking laterally about using the 
product in other sustainable processes such as the generation of power. 

There is more. Grower groups in the Pilbara can access research and development grants. That is a $17 million 
project sitting within Seizing the Opportunity Agriculture. I know that grower groups in the Pilbara are looking 
at this, because they can get grants of up to $500 000 for research and development. All these projects link 
together and NRM grants can be used to look into streamlining supply chain linkages for not only animal 
nutrition, but also more generally higher value genetics. Funding is available for grower groups to get together, 
which is one thing that people in the bush do well. There seems to be no competition between producers, who 
share information very well. One of the great things about the grower group funding model is that it brings 
together people from remote areas and lets them share information. They do not do it on a competitive basis and 
they willingly share information. I refer to Bruce Cheung, who has spent a lot of money designing a supply chain 
system, which I thought he would want to protect, but who instead wants people to come in and be part of that 
system to benefit and from add to the volume that is needed for him to meet the markets that he is now sourcing. 
The concept of grower groups is not based on operating in a competitive way; it is very much shared learning 
and being part of any initiative that may value add the product. 
Natural resource management grants also allow the development of new products. I mentioned before the 
opportunities under this grant process with these new water resources, whether from dewatering mines or 
aquifers, for growers and pastoralists in the Pilbara to get together to design new products that they can grow. In 
fact, a Coriolis Research report states that we should be looking at 18 new products in the north. These grants 
will help grower groups analyse and interrogate the opportunities and 18 preferred plants suggested in the 
Coriolis report so that the grower groups do not go into this without some science behind them. Growers groups 
also help producers to consider how to attract capital. For a number of years, there has been a dearth of capital in 
the north, particularly in the Pilbara. Traditionally, agriculture in the north has been run as a broad-scale, 
open-range pastoral production system. If people wanted to move into these high-valued areas, they required 
significant investment capital to go with those business plans. Grower groups are able to utilise R&D grants 
from Seizing the Opportunity Agriculture—as I said, up to $500 000 from a $17 million pool—to develop those 
business plans to a level at which they either require equity from a bank or from joint venture capital. 
This grant process also enhances farm productivity. As I said before, the one thing that can be done in the 
pastoral production system in the Pilbara is to increase the weaning rate. That is the greatest thing a pastoralist 
can do for his business. Again, grower group funding grants enable pastoralists up there to get together, work 
with each other and support each other in ways that allow them to look at how they can change their pastoral 
production management systems to increase the weaning rate. That is probably the simplest thing they can do. If 
they can increase their weaning rate from 55 per cent to 80 per cent or even 85 per cent, that can make the 
biggest difference to their pastoral operations. As I said, that money is available through R&D grants. 
I have a range of other ideas to speak about but I have simply run out of time. It is unfortunate that I had only 
45 minutes to speak, because I have another four pages of notes that address the incentives that we have in the 
Pilbara — 

 [3] 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 19 October 2016] 

 p7268d-7282a 
Hon Mark Lewis; Hon Dave Grills; Hon Alyssa Hayden; Hon Stephen Dawson; Hon Jacqui Boydell 

Hon Samantha Rowe interjected. 
Hon MARK LEWIS: I am sure the member would have been really eager to hear about them, but unfortunately 
I have plain run out of time. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: Can he have an extension? 
Hon MARK LEWIS: I would like other people to have a crack. I would like to wrap up by thanking 
Hon Jacqui Boydell for bringing forward this really excellent motion on advancing the Pilbara. 

Visitors — Gingin District High School 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Before I call Hon Dave Grills, I acknowledge the school, staff and students in the 
gallery. I normally have a sheet here to explain which school you are from, but I do not today. 
Hon Mark Lewis: Gingin. 
The PRESIDENT: It is Gingin District High School. Welcome to the gallery of the Legislative Council. 

Debate Resumed 
HON DAVE GRILLS (Mining and Pastoral) [1.33 pm]: I am pleased to support this Pilbara Cities motion and 
I thank Hon Jacqui Boydell for moving it. It is important to reiterate in this place that the Pilbara Cities initiative 
is a long-term state-building project that is delivering real benefits to communities in our north west. When 
I look at some of the prominent figures in Western Australia’s development, such as Sir John Forrest or 
C.Y. O’Connor, I am always impressed by their foresight and fortitude. They saw the great potential of our state 
and understood the type of bold projects that we needed to help realise that potential. 
I happen to think that the development of liveable, desirable and affordable cities in our vast north west will 
eventually rank among one of this state’s most important achievements. Of course, I recognise that this is 
a long-term project. In the 190-odd years since first European settlement in Western Australia, most of the 
population has stubbornly clung to the southern coast. Dreams of developing and settling our state’s north west 
have been around for a long time, but it is only in the last few years that we have seen a real plan to develop 
sustainable regional cities above the Tropic of Capricorn. There has been a renewed focus on northern 
development in recent years from state, territory and federal governments across Australia. 
The 2015 commonwealth white paper on developing northern Australia states — 

The north has untapped promise, abundant resources and talented people. It is also Australia’s closest 
connection with our key trading markets and the global scale changes occurring in Asia. 
A strong north means a strong nation. Even though over one million people live in the north—all of the 
Northern Territory and those parts of Western Australia and Queensland above the Tropic of 
Capricorn—it accounts for over half of our sea exports … Thriving and diverse exports in minerals, 
energy, agriculture and tourism underpin our national income. 

I welcome the rekindled interest in the potential of our north and I am glad to be part of a state government that 
has led the northern development charge in many respects. We have not waited for other governments to act; we 
have got on with the job. The landmark royalties for regions program is delivering billions of dollars in 
investment to enable the development of infrastructure and services. This huge investment has facilitated 
a dramatic expansion in economic activity in the north west, particularly in the mining and resources sectors. 

People in the eastern states and even some Perth residents are often ignorant about just how vital northern regions 
like the Pilbara are to both the state and national economies. In fact, in the last decade, the Pilbara has been the 
powerhouse of economic growth for Australia. Its proximity to Asian markets and extensive resource assets has 
resulted in the Pilbara being recognised as a region of global significance. The region’s iron ore and liquefied 
natural gas industries are valued at over $70 billion, representing more than 70 per cent of mineral and energy 
production in our state. In 2013, the Pilbara Development Commission estimated that the earnings from the Pilbara 
alone were larger than the individual economies of 119 countries, but generated by only 60 000 people. 

As my colleague Hon Jacqui Boydell mentioned, this state government, through targeted royalties for regions 
investment, is helping to create more liveable and sustainable communities in our north. We want regions such 
as the Pilbara to be more than just quarries serviced by fly in, fly out workers. We want to encourage more 
people to live, work, invest and raise families in the north west. In order to encourage more people to call the 
Pilbara home, the Liberal–National state government has drastically improved services and infrastructure in 
places like Port Hedland and Karratha. The Pilbara Cities initiative aims to transform Karratha and Port Hedland 
into self-sustaining northern hubs. Through the initiative, $1.7 billion in royalties for regions funding has been 
invested in the key focus areas of infrastructure coordination, land availability and development, community 
projects and engagement, and economic diversification. This investment has delivered real results in housing 
affordability, infrastructure upgrades, new health and education facilities and local business development. One 
only has to visit Karratha, South Hedland, Newman or Tom Price to see how to see how town and city centre 
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revitalisation programs delivered under the Pilbara Cities initiative have transformed those communities in 
recent years. The transformation has been remarkable. 

As a state, it is essential that we encourage more people to settle outside the Perth metropolitan area and take up 
residence in our northern regions. As I have stated before, it simply makes no sense for the population to be 
heavily concentrated in one city. Perth is already struggling to cope with population growth. Decentralising the 
population must be a priority for policymakers. Such decentralisation efforts will take some of the pressure off 
Perth while also providing our regions with the workers they need. Our north needs more permanent residents if 
it is to further develop. Government obviously cannot force people to move north. We can, however, invest in 
building attractive and pleasant northern cities with high amenity. In Western Australia’s case, this needs to be 
a priority if we are to compete with other northern jurisdictions. We currently do not have a northern city 
equivalent of Darwin or Cairns. Western Australia cannot afford to neglect our north and allow the likes of the 
Northern Territory and Queensland to become the preferred destinations for capital and skilled workers. 

Pilbara Cities is an important plank in developing the north west. It has reduced the infrastructure and services 
deficit, helped support a more diversified economic and employment base, and made the Pilbara a better, more 
affordable place to reside and raise families. Of course, we still have work to do. Phasing out fly in, fly out and 
drive in, drive out as the prevailing workforce practices on resource projects will be crucial to encourage more 
people to settle permanently in the north. Reforming current fringe benefits tax arrangements and updating state 
agreements are just two in a number of reforms that must occur if we are to end FIFO and DIDO being the 
dominant workforce practices in the resources sector. 

I do not believe that fly in, fly out and drive in, drive out workforces are conducive to the development of 
sustainable regional communities. On the contrary, the practice tends to erode existing communities. The ill 
effects of FIFO and DIDO on regional communities have been discussed in this place before so I will not go 
over them again in detail. However, I will say that the Western Australian Nationals in government will not back 
down and will keep fighting to encourage more residential-based workforces in places like the Pilbara. In the 
end, a better Pilbara will benefit the entire state. 

Before I conclude my remarks, I would like to briefly address some of the criticism that has been levelled at the 
Pilbara Cities program. We have heard members opposite slam this state building initiative on the grounds that it 
was wrong for the state government to intervene in the local housing market. Members opposite seem to think 
that the state government should have just sat back and allowed the high housing costs in the Pilbara to price out 
ordinary residents and workers. Of course, this is not what they were saying three years ago. Three years ago the 
Leader of the Opposition stated that affordable housing was “one of the biggest problems in the Pilbara” and that 
WA Labor would “use royalties for regions funding to tackle housing shortages”. The fact that members 
opposite have changed their tune is not surprising—they are all over the shop on most matters. The reality is that 
the state government took action during the mining boom to help normalise the housing market in the Pilbara. 
We did so to help small businesses, the average mum and dad or the prospective first home buyer. This 
intervention was designed to provide housing at a time when it was prohibitively expensive. It was a necessary 
investment in key workers, small businesses, and families and the non-mining sector workers who otherwise 
would not have been able to afford to live in the Pilbara. The other argument advanced by members opposite is 
that somehow the state government should have been able to predict the precise length of the last mining boom 
and it should have known exactly when it was due to slow down. This is economic nonsense. We do not live in 
an economy governed by five-year plans written by bureaucrats. Some members opposite might like this type of 
economic model but that is not how the real world works. The state government responded to a housing crisis in 
the Pilbara during a period of rapid economic expansion. We acted because it was the right thing to do and 
because the Pilbara needed additional housing stock. Thanks to the state government’s initiative, we are now in 
a position to meet the needs of Karratha and Port Hedland as they develop into Pilbara cities. 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [1.42 pm]: I would like to put on 
the record my congratulations to Hon Jacqui Boydell for bringing this important motion to the house. Obviously, 
everyone in this place understands how vitally important our regions are to the state of Western Australia. 
I congratulate this government for its initiative of investing in the royalties for regions program. As we all know, 
royalties for regions covers so many portfolios within the state government. It does not invest in just the things 
that people think will help regional communities develop their local sporting facilities or road infrastructure and 
the like. The funding crosses many portfolios, including the health portfolio. We would not be able to deliver the 
excellent health services in regional Western Australia without access to the royalties for regions program, which 
also assists schools and other community groups around Western Australia. 

Today, I want to use my time to speak about the tourism portfolio and the massive impact that royalties for 
regions has had to enable us to deliver, promote and market tourism in regional WA. Today is about focusing on 
the Pilbara Cities initiative, but I will ask for a little indulgence as I talk about the regions as well. Of course, 
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I will talk a lot about the Pilbara area. It is a vast area, as is regional WA, and it is vitally important that we 
invest across all that area. 

Hon Peter Collier: If you say Pilbara every five minutes, we will give you that latitude. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Royalties for regions is mentioned in the motion too, so I figured that as long as 
I keep saying “royalties for regions”, I might still be on track with the motion. 

Hon Paul Brown: Feel free to say it as often as possible. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: It is a government initiative, so it is something everyone on this side — 

Hon Stephen Dawson: I will take my standing orders book out and have it ready if you transgress. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: The member may, but everyone on this side of the house is fully supportive of the 
government’s royalties for regions initiative. It belongs to everyone in government — 

Hon Stephen Dawson: The whole Parliament; it has cross-party support. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: It has full party support, but the member is not in government, unfortunately. 

Hon Stephen Dawson: Not yet, but hopefully soon. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: I am glad that Hon Stephen Dawson is young enough to hopefully one day be in 
government. I will go back to the motion, as I digressed. 

The PRESIDENT: What a good idea. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Royalties for regions is something that we all embrace on this side of the house. As 
I said, it crosses many portfolios. Tourism has been growing and it has been vitally important to the state for 
a very long time. Of late it is getting the attention it truly deserves and should have got many years ago. 
Tourism WA has been able to use the state government’s royalties for regions money to invest in not only the 
events and marketing for the region, but also assisting tourism operators to get up and running. I want to 
highlight and hopefully share with everyone and the millions of people watching us today the impact that 
royalties for regions has had on tourism in regional WA. 

This government has a tourism strategy for 2020 to grow our visitor spend to $4.75 billion in the region. At the 
end of June 2016, visitors spent $4.5 billion. We have committed a significant amount of royalties for regions 
money towards improving facilities in the region and to make the towns more attractive for tourists to visit and 
a more enjoyable place in which to live. The people who live in our regional towns have it a bit tougher than we 
do in the metropolitan city. If we can make it more enjoyable to live in regional towns, it will not just be an asset 
for the local community, but also attract tourists to go there, to enjoy the town and to spend and assist the 
businesses operating there. Tourism Western Australia has been allocated through royalties for regions almost 
$80 million over eight years from 2011 to 2019 to invest in regional events and marketing. I will touch on why 
events are so vitally important a bit later. Through this funding, we now sponsor over 50 regional events each 
year. As I said, that will assist in making the towns viable, attractive and vibrant for everybody to enjoy. 
Although not in the Pilbara, the Margaret River Gourmet Escape and the Margaret River Pro, as the President 
would be well aware, are excellent examples of what we can do with royalties for regions money to promote 
events and to attract people to our regional areas. We need to find the equivalent of the Margaret River Gourmet 
Escape and the Margaret River Pro for the Pilbara area to get that same attraction heading up north. 

Over the four years from 2015 to 2019, $4.6 million of royalties for regions funding will be spent on 
developing and marketing a suite of Aboriginal tourism experiences. I will also touch on that a bit later. I am 
extremely passionate about it and it is something that can be the jewel in our crown if we get on board and 
start investing in creating and promoting authentic Aboriginal tourism product and experiences. This 
government is extremely keen on seeing this grow and through royalties for regions we have invested 
$4.6 million into a suite of Aboriginal tourism experiences to provide a business product and to develop an 
Aboriginal experience or business as well. We are doing that through an organisation called the 
Western Australian Indigenous Tourism Operators Council, a fantastic organisation that can deliver an on-the-
ground, hands-on experience to assist local Aboriginal people in the Pilbara to get up and running and create 
an attraction that gets visitors out to the region. That is a fantastic way in which royalties for regions funding 
has been used through the state government, Tourism WA and WAITOC to get on the ground and assist up-
and-coming budding tourism operators. 

The Aboriginal tourism experience can involve seeing Aboriginal artwork. I know everyone in this place 
respects and admires Aboriginal artwork, which is proudly displayed in Parliament. When I was in Kununurra 
the other week with the Premier, we went to a local Aboriginal art gallery where the artists are doing some 
amazing artwork. That is an example of Aboriginal people sharing their culture, their experience and their 
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stories of the land they live on and it can be a fantastic tourism business. As I said, they are being supported 
through the Western Australian Indigenous Tourism Operators Council, which is doing a fantastic job with 
that. The amount of $11 million is being provided over two years through royalties for regions for tourism 
marketing. Most people do not seem to quite understand that the role of government is to market 
Western Australia as a holiday destination to the local community, interstate and internationally. It is not our 
role to create tourism products or tourism experiences; it is our role to market them. That is why it is vitally 
important that we can use royalties for regions money to promote regional WA, including the Pilbara area, 
with the $11 million over two years. I am sure that most members have seen our new campaign of 
“Just another day in WA”. Some fantastic advertisements are up and running and more are being filmed now. 

Hon Kate Doust: We can offer a few suggestions for that too. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: I am sure the member can. That would be wonderful; I am happy to take those 
suggestions. 

Hon Kate Doust: Another subbie not paid in WA! Another day in WA—loan bill. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Again, it is really disappointing because members opposite always offer negative 
comments. It would be a real shame if they ever got into government because I cannot see them selling the 
message to the world, interstate or to the community to come here and have a good time because they think 
everything is doom and gloom. Try to focus and try to be positive. 

Hon Stephen Dawson: How about Pilbara Cities? 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: I am responding to an interjection. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! One at a time. 

Hon Peter Collier: Nasty, nasty pasties. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Exactly. It is the start of a new day; the sun is out, everyone; we are all in our 
spring colours. How about we put a smile on our face and enjoy the rest of the day? Let us be positive. I am 
a glass half-full kind of girl. I hope I have got that right. 

Hon Peter Collier: We are the half full and they are the half empties. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: That is right; they are the half empties. Let us be positive. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: People in business have to talk things up. They always have to be nice. They 
would not walk into their business with their head down and their mouth turned down whingeing and 
complaining. They will say, “I’m here to start a new day and make my business grow.” That is what we do in 
government. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Thank you, Mr President. I will go back to where I was, before I was rudely 
interrupted, on royalties for regions in the Pilbara. I got “Pilbara” in there! 
As I said, through royalties for regions, $11 million has been invested in Tourism WA for marketing and that 
marketing money is going into promoting our regional areas, which includes the Pilbara, obviously, because 
there are some amazing tourism experiences out there. What we enjoy every single day of our lives and what 
people in the Pilbara and Kimberley regions enjoy every single day is blue skies, magnificent oceans and 
diversity of scenery. When people go to the Pilbara and see red dirt against blue sky and a blue ocean, it is truly 
amazing. It is an experience that people around the world will pay to come and see. We need to continue to 
promote what is on offer through our natural resources to get people to visit the Pilbara so we can support 
businesses and communities in the towns. That is why that $11 million is vitally important. 
The grant funding for opportunities for our regional visitor centres continues with $4.2 million over four years. 
Visitor centres are vitally important to any town and the Pilbara is no different from anywhere else around 
Western Australia. If a loud and proud, vibrant visitor centre is not the first stop for people driving into town, the 
town will suffer many missed opportunities. As I said, the Kununurra visitor centre is tucked away at the back of 
the town centre, and the town would like to relocate it. We drove through and around Kununurra but did not see 
the visitor centre. If it is at the entry point, people will pull in. Once they pull into the visitor centres, they can 
find out how many opportunities are in the region to enjoy and they will stay longer in regional towns and cities. 
Instead of driving through the Pilbara to the next town of Broome, which most tourists make as a main 
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destination, people will stop and stay a little bit longer because the right visitor centre is in the Pilbara cities. It is 
a fantastic way for local businesses to promote themselves. Visitor centres also become a community hub in 
regional towns or something of a heartbeat in our Pilbara towns where businesses go. I am a bit biased but the 
operators in the tourism industry are fantastic people. They always have a smile on their face. They are 
obviously Liberal voters because they do not have a frown on their face as do members opposite. They are 
always happy and always positive. They are fantastic people. Once they become part of the visitor centre in the 
town and the rest of the community gets involved, as I said, the centre becomes a heartbeat for those towns. I am 
proud that this government has invested $4.2 million through royalties for regions in our regional visitor centres. 
The fourth year of the $40.7 million over four years invested into the “Western Australian Caravan and Camping 
Action Plan 2013–2018” and the Parks for People initiative is 2016–17. That investment is more important in 
our Pilbara area and regional towns than it is in the metropolitan region. We need to ensure that there is a high 
quality good product with our caravan and camping grounds, firstly, for our local communities and families to 
have an enjoyable, affordable holiday. They can pack up the kids, take a caravan or hitch a trailer and enjoy our 
magnificent Pilbara and northern region of Western Australia. Hon Phil Edman recently went on a massive drive 
through there with his kids. I take my hat off to him. I remember being a child in the back of a car — 
Hon Phil Edman: I did it in a Statesman. I don’t drive it any more. 
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: I remember during my childhood being in the back of a car driving through the 
Pilbara all the way to the top of Western Australia. We did not have air conditioning in the car in those days and 
we had to have the windows wound up because of the very red dirt and it was very hot, so I take my hat off to 
Hon Phil Edman for taking his children up there in the car. A lot of people would make sure that they had 
a bigger vehicle than he had, so he is a very good dad. It is vitally important that we invest in our caravan and 
campsites to make sure that people get out to our Pilbara towns and enjoy what is wonderful about 
Western Australia at an affordable option. It is just as important to make sure that we have great caravan parks 
and camping grounds for our grey nomads and interstate travellers caravanning around Australia. A huge 
contingent of travellers spend six, seven or nine months of the year travelling around Australia in their retirement 
days, something I think everyone in this room dreams of doing one day. It is vitally important that our camping 
grounds and caravan parks are up to scratch. In the past, Western Australia has not always been the leader in 
providing those great facilities. We have been able to invest royalties for regions money through Tourism WA, 
our local government portfolio and the Department of Parks and Wildlife to make sure that our caravan and 
camping sites are up to scratch and provide a magnificent tourism experience. 
I touched earlier on the importance of regional events. As I said, we have invested quite a bit of money into 
regional Western Australia through royalties for regions to make sure that we attract more events and support the 
ones that are there and continue to grow them. I have said that over eight years $80 million went into events and 
marketing, resulting in the number of events rising from 25 a year in 2010–11 to 68 booked for 2015–16. 
Through Tourism WA and with the assistance of royalties for regions funding, we have been able to support 
those regional towns to hold events. I said earlier that events are what make a regional town vibrant and alive 
and provide the community something exciting to experience and enjoy. They provide job opportunities for the 
local community, but they also provide a reason for people to travel to those towns within the Pilbara. There 
needs to be a reason for people to leave their lounge room, hop onto a plane or into a car and visit a regional 
town. The biggest reason people will do that is for an event. The regional events program is funded by royalties 
for regions, but is organised, administrated and run by Tourism WA. To see the number of events grow to 68 for 
2015–16 is a magnificent effort on behalf of this government to assist growth, but it is also a very good tribute to 
the people in regional WA who are out there looking for ways to bring people to their regional towns to grow 
their tourism and vibrancy. I congratulate all regional towns in the Pilbara and beyond for taking up the funding 
opportunities and the support from Tourism WA to make sure they keep growing their events during the year. 

I return to the caravan and camping strategy. One thing I missed saying earlier is that through royalties for 
regions we have been able to invest in not only camp sites, but also important facilities such as dumping 
facilities for self-contained vehicles. Because of that, there will not be any illegal dumping on the side of roads, 
and there will be somewhere to pull up and use the facilities. That has again been supported through the caravan 
and camping action plan initiative, which has been assisted by funding from royalties for regions. 

In the Pilbara, four new blackwater waste dump points have been installed at Karratha, Port Hedland, 
Robe River and Halls Creek. We are also investigating the expansion of the camping with custodians program 
that establishes commercial campgrounds on Aboriginal-managed lands from the Kimberley through to the 
Pilbara. The study has identified four priority sites. That would not have been possible without the assistance of 
funding and a coordinated approach across all the relevant portfolios. The Department of Parks and Wildlife, 
Main Roads Western Australia, Transport, the Western Australian Tourism Commission and Local Government 
have been involved, with funding coming through royalties for regions. 
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Earlier, I spoke briefly about the importance of visitor centres and how they give a town a heartbeat. We recently 
announced a $4.2 million investment in visitor centres. Across the area up north we have gone to Broome, 
Derby, Halls Creek and Kununurra, and within the Pilbara the Karratha Visitor Centre secured $100 000 in grant 
funding in 2015–16. In 2016–17, the Newman Visitor Centre secured $28 144 in funding. I have said that it is 
vitally important that the government assist visitor centres to make sure they can be the voice and entry point for 
regional towns. I wish Karratha Visitor Centre and Newman Visitor Centre all the very best of luck with their 
new funding and the programs they will be setting up. I spoke at the Tourism Council WA conference a couple 
of months ago that was held for all visitor centres. Representatives of all visitor centres around 
Western Australia took the time to come down and invest in learning about what more they could do to promote 
their region and how they could work together. I am not sure whether many members realise that not all visitor 
centres are run by local government authorities. Many are privately run and independent, and survive purely on 
gold coin donations from visitors who choose to do so. We are trying to find avenues for visitor centres to start 
getting some revenue through their doors by looking after and managing state-managed properties such as in 
Margaret River. Augusta Visitor Centre has always managed the caves on behalf of the government. That and 
taking people on tours through the caves has enabled it to derive an income and fund the centre. We are looking 
at similar initiatives to support our visitor centres around regional WA. Karratha and Newman are also looking at 
what they can do to keep growing their visitor centres, but I know that the money they have just received from 
the Liberal–National state government through Tourism WA and royalties for regions will go a long way 
towards helping them deliver a better program and services to the businesses they support and the visitors who 
go to their towns. 

I spoke earlier about Aboriginal tourism being a fantastic opportunity that we need to grow in this state. A few 
years ago, I represented the Liberal–National government when travelling with the Western Australian 
Indigenous Tourism Operators Council to the Aboriginal tourism conference in British Columbia, Canada. The 
British Columbian government is leading the way by supporting the Aboriginal Tourism Association of British 
Columbia, which ran the conference. As I said, British Columbia is leaps and bounds in front of Australia in 
promoting Aboriginal tourism. If we could take just one page out of its book and do in the Pilbara and Kimberley 
what it does, WA could end up being the leading state in Australia on Aboriginal tourism. I am extremely proud 
to say that we are the only state that has invested in an Aboriginal tourism council—namely, WAITOC; no other 
state has done that. However, I know other states are aware that we have done that and have been using 
WAITOC to enhance their state’s strategy. I just do not want other states to get in front of us; I want us to lead 
the way and I do not want other states to take away from us being the jewel in the crown for Aboriginal tourism. 

Hon Phil Edman: Are they doing anything in the Northern Territory for Aboriginal tourism? I know you 
mentioned the states, but what about the Northern Territory? 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: The Northern Territory obviously has a huge Aboriginal tourism product. It has 
many operators, and I am sure everybody is well aware of Ayers Rock and the like that people travel to 
Alice Springs and the Northern Territory for. It is fantastic and the government supports it very well. When 
I flew into the Northern Territory, the first thing that slapped me in the face was how Aboriginal culture was 
highlighted at the airport. When I got there, I knew I was on Aboriginal land and in Aboriginal country, and 
I thought that was fantastic. I would love to see that at Perth Airport, so that when people land, they are 
welcomed with Aboriginal culture; it should be recognised loud and proud. That would be a fantastic initiative to 
greet people who land in Perth. 

Hon Stephen Dawson: How about the Pilbara? 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: And in the Pilbara; I think it should be everywhere! I mention the Pilbara every 
100 words! I think all regional airports should be providing a major welcome and showcasing our Aboriginal 
culture for not only visitors as they arrive, but also the local community that leaves and comes back. 
Royalties for regions has invested $4.6 million over four years into improving the Aboriginal tourism product in 
our regions. We have been able to dedicate business development programs for 20 Aboriginal tourism businesses 
in the northern and southern regions of the state, and $250 000 a year has been spent on marketing the state’s 
existing tourism export and making sure it can be market-ready. The Pilbara-based Ngurrangga Tours provides 
Aboriginal cultural tours. It has worked closely with WAITOC and is a tourism operation that we are extremely 
proud of and one that we showcase to other Aboriginal people who are looking into and aspiring to create an 
Aboriginal tourism product. It is doing fantastic work at providing tours and an Aboriginal cultural experience at 
Harding Dam and Miaree Pool. That is within the Kimberley, Hon Stephen Dawson.  
Hon Stephen Dawson: The Kimberley; not the Pilbara? 
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Sorry, it is within the Pilbara. It is Pilbara based. It is benefiting from the 
$4.6 million that was invested to support Aboriginal tourism. As I said earlier, marketing our state is vitally 
important. In 2012, $7.9 million in royalties for regions event funding was reallocated from the regional events 
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program to the regional tourism marketing program. That was for the sole purpose of promoting regional tourism 
in WA. We are all aware of the Experience Extraordinary advertisements that the Pilbara is featured heavily in. 
Just Another Day in WA also showcases many stories from the Pilbara. If members actually know of a story or 
a business from their electorate that can be used in the Just Another Day in WA advertisements, I encourage 
them to contact Tourism WA. They do not need to come through me. Contact Tourism WA; it is always 
looking for great opportunities to promote real, authentic Western Australian experiences. I can see 
Hon Stephen Dawson’s cogs turning. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: When we contact an agency, we are always told to go through the minister’s office. 
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Contact me. I will pass it on for the member. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: As long as you promise not to sanitise it. 
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: I promise I will not sanitise it or take the — 
Hon Peter Collier: She is very influential. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: I have no doubt about it. 
Hon Peter Collier: I would not do anything without running it past her first of all. She is very influential. 
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: That is very kind. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: Is that an admission that you don’t do anything without running it past her first? 
Hon Peter Collier: Like I say, I always run it past her first. 
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: We communicate regularly, with a smile on our faces. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: I am pleased to hear that. Back to the Pilbara! 
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Back to the Pilbara—if members want to share any tourism experiences for 
Just Another Day in the Pilbara, please let us know. I am happy to help and to work with members. I do not even 
need to take the accolades; others can take all the credit. We want to promote the hidden gems in 
Western Australia. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: You said Naranga. 
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Did the member have to search Wikipedia for that one? 
Hon Stephen Dawson: No. I could not get what you were saying. 
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Naranga—I think I got close. 
Marketing our regional towns is vitally important. We are doing that in the Pilbara through royalties for regions 
and Tourism WA. Watch this space. I encourage everybody to get on board with the Just Another Day in WA 
marketing campaign as a hashtag. It has taken us by surprise and exceeded all expectations. All targets were met 
within the first six weeks. We are very happy with the way that campaign is working. 
In closing, I again thank Hon Jacqui Boydell for raising this vitally important motion in the house. It is important 
we highlight how royalties for regions helps across all portfolios in government, including health, education and 
tourism. We need to ensure we support regional towns, especially our Pilbara cities. I support this motion and 
thank Hon Jacqui Boydell. 
HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral) [2.13 pm]: I was not going to make a contribution this 
afternoon but since there have been so many wonderful contributions from members on the other side, 
I thought I would. 

Hon Alyssa Hayden: With a smile. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Absolutely. 
It is my pleasure to say a few words this afternoon on Hon Jacqui Boydell’s motion. From the outset I say that 
I am not one to congratulate the Liberal–National alliance on very much. I contend, though, that a significant 
amount of money has been spent throughout the Pilbara from the royalties for regions fund. However, I am not 
sure that it is always well spent or is spent as wisely as it could be. I will lay out some of those things this 
afternoon. Karratha has undoubtedly fared better than most other places across the Pilbara, including 
Port Hedland, Tom Price and Newman. 
Hon Robyn McSweeney interjected. 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: That is a good interjection, Hon Robyn McSweeney. I, too, wondered why and 
then I realised that it was plain and simply about pork-barrelling in Karratha. A significant amount of money has 
been pork-barrelled in Karratha to shore up the National Party’s primary vote. That is what it has done and that is 
what it has been allowed to do by this government over the past few years. 
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Hon Simon O’Brien: Which seat is that in? 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: That is in the seat of Pilbara. That seat is held by the current Leader of the 
National Party. He is the leader now and he was the leader previously. He has not been the leader the whole time 
but he has certainly ensured that that seat—Karratha in particular—has received a significant amount of money. 
Every few weeks when I drive to Karratha from Hedland I am always impressed to see a new building or a new 
thing open or a new bauble hanging from a tree. It is good for the people of Karratha—absolutely—but it has not 
been as good for the people of Port Hedland, Tom Price or Newman. They have not fared as well. Obviously 
those towns and communities are in the Pilbara too. 
Hon Paul Brown: The electorate of Kimberley fared equally as well. 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Honourable member, the electorate of Kimberley is not what this motion is about 
this afternoon, but I will take that interjection. I believe that a lot of money has been wasted in the Kimberley on 
projects such as Ord stage 2. It has delivered very little benefit to local people. 
Hon Paul Brown interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Alanna Clohesy): Order! You have had your fun. Hon Stephen Dawson has 
the call. 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I believe that Ord stage 2 has been a massive waste of money. It has failed to 
deliver for the people of the Kimberley. It has not created the jobs that were promised and I do not believe it 
will. The Auditor General’s recent report showed there were flaws to the argument about the viability and 
strength of the Ord stage 2 project. Anyway, I was led astray for a minute to talk about the Kimberley. The 
motion before us this afternoon is obviously about the Pilbara. I will get back to my comments about the Pilbara. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! I am pleased Hon Stephen Dawson brought his contribution back to the 
motion. He alone has the call. 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: It is difficult. We get led astray in here, but I will not stray off topic again. Other 
members have strayed off the topic; they have talked about a range of places around the state. I will talk about 
the Pilbara this afternoon because it is a dear, dear place to me, but certainly all is not as well in the Pilbara, as 
members on the other side would have us believe. Lots of money has been spent in Karratha, but not everywhere 
else has fared so well. 
During my contribution on the Loan Bill yesterday, I briefly mentioned Port Hedland marina. That project has 
been on the books for a long time. There has been money in the budget from royalties for regions and from 
consolidated revenue for the Port Hedland marina, but years later we are still waiting to see that materialise. 
I dare say if this project had been in Karratha, it would have been funded, delivered and opened. That is not the 
case, though, because it is in Port Hedland. Port Hedland is like the poor cousin. The National Party does not 
really care about Port Hedland. The same levels of projects have not been delivered in Hedland as we have seen 
elsewhere, particularly in Karratha. I mean no disrespect to the people of Karratha. They have done well out of 
it, and if they are happy, they are happy. However, they are not always happy; obviously, they have underground 
power issues. There is no doubt about it—Hedland got a few projects. A nice article in The West Australian 
earlier this year referred to some of the projects funded in Hedland. Some $70-odd million has been given to 
projects. The JD Hardie centre got $11.3 million; Wanangkura Stadium, $36.7 million; Marquee Park, 
$14 million; South Hedland Aquatic Centre, $11 million; and the skate park, $3.8 million. Some of these projects 
received funding from mining companies such as BHP Billiton and the like. We found that some of these 
projects in Hedland are at risk of becoming white elephants. The state, through royalties for regions funding, 
gave some money, and the Town of Port Hedland gave some money in each case, but operating costs are 
substantial in four out of five projects. Depreciation costs are also significant. There are depreciation and funding 
gaps for all five projects. In the case of JD Hardie, the funding gap is $265 000, for the stadium it is $897 000, 
for Marquee Park it is $420 000, for South Hedland Aquatic Centre it is $869 000 and for the skate park it is 
$92 000. The Town of Port Hedland is saddled with some of these projects, and these projects will cost 
ratepayers in the town significantly over the next couple of years. That concern has been expressed to me. I went 
past Marquee Park recently. I do not think it was open. I am not sure how regularly it is open. Therefore, 
although ministers, particularly National Party ministers, have announced these projects and have cut the ribbon 
with much fanfare at times, the community is not continuously receiving the benefits from these projects and 
will be paying for these projects for a very long time. 

I want to raise some other issues in relation to the Pilbara. Madam Acting President (Hon Alanna Clohesy), you 
will recall that I said a few minutes ago that all is not well in the Pilbara. Over the last few months, public sector 
workers who reside in Government Regional Officers’ Housing have been hit with a significant increase in rent 
of $60 a fortnight. That issue is biting. There are a lot of angry public sector workers, not only in the Pilbara but 
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across the state. I have also received emails and correspondence from people in Derby, Broome, Esperance and 
Kalgoorlie. However, I will not talk about them this afternoon; I will stick to the people in the Pilbara, because 
that is what this motion is about. 

Hon Alyssa Hayden: That’s hard, is it not? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: No, it is not hard, because the Pilbara is a very important place, so I am very happy 
to focus on the Pilbara. I have received an email from a lady called Michelle, who lives in Hedland. I will not say 
the rest of her name, but I will quote from the email that she sent me. Michelle says that her rent has been hiked 
by the maximum $60 per fortnight. She went on to say — 

I think this is ludicrous because we do not live in the Perth Metropolitan area on what this rental 
increase is based and in the Pilbara rental costs are currently going down. 

My GROH rental accommodation in South Hedland is substandard. I basically live in a sandpit. There 
is no garden, no lawn. The reticulation has been damaged by previous tenants. The house is old, 
although fine for my purposes but the kitchen in particular is showing signs of its age and deterioration 

… 

Living in a sand pit is depressing, as an inordinate amount of sand drifts into my house. I don’t 
necessarily want a lush tropical garden or lawn planted everywhere. I would be happy with a small 
patch of fake lawn and with water tolerant planting and beds of river stone just to stop the sand and dirt 
that enters my house. 

I do not want to move. Especially if I have to pay and do the work of moving myself. I, like many 
others working here in education, am under the pump and I would not have the time or energy to pack 
up and unpack my belongings. 

As a teacher, I believe I hold a position of some professional standing along with the police and nurses 
in this community. However, one would think our value to the government is very low if judgement of 
our worth was based on the quality of housing provided to us in remote areas of this state. 

Please let me know if there is a resolution to this situation. 

Michelle is very concerned. 

Hon Dave Grills interjected. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Did the member make a contribution on this motion earlier? 

Hon Dave Grills: Yes. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Yes, and I listened to him, so the member should listen to me now. I have 
35 minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Stephen Dawson has the call. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Thank you, Madam Acting President. 

Hon Alyssa Hayden interjected. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Is it Thursday? It is only Wednesday. We have the whole day. I have 35 minutes to 
talk about the Pilbara and to talk about people like Michelle. My constituent Michelle is very concerned that she 
is being slugged an extra $60 a fortnight in rent. Michelle mentioned in her email the fact that rents in the Pilbara 
are dropping. I have to say that the state government needs to take some of the blame for that—there is no doubt 
about it. 

Last week, when Hon Jacqui Boydell made her contribution to this motion, she spoke about the drop in house 
prices in the Pilbara. I made some notes at the time, and excuse me if I do not get it exactly right, but I think she 
said that average house prices have dropped from around $1 million to about $350 000. She said that is a good 
thing. It might be a good thing for some people. In fact, house prices are dropping a lot more than that. Yesterday 
in my contribution to the debate on the Loan Bill, I spoke about a number of houses that are for sale in the 
Pilbara. One house is for sale for $89 000, two houses were in the paper yesterday for sale at $159 000, and some 
houses were in the paper last week for sale at $120 000. The price of houses in the Pilbara has dropped from over 
$1 million to, in some cases, $100 000 or $200 000. That is causing a great deal of hardship. We should not be 
lauding the government for that. This government has to take some of the blame for that. 
I mentioned yesterday that I have been speaking about the price drop to bank workers in the shopping centre in 
which my office is located. A few weeks ago when I was in Karratha, I spoke to a bank worker who was 
depressed about having to deal, on what seems a daily basis, with people who are handing back the keys to their 
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house because they can no longer afford to hold onto their house, be it their rental property or their family home, 
as has happened in some cases. 
Hon Alyssa Hayden: Houses in that community are now more affordable, which was a big issue. 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Rents have dropped. However, a lot of people are out of a job as well. That is 
because of the way this government has handled the economy of this state and because this government is not 
looking to the future. That has led to some of the pain and hardship in this town. 
Hon Alyssa Hayden interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Stephen Dawson listens mostly in silence. He has the call. 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Thank you for your guidance and assistance, Madam Acting President. 
I want to talk about housing a bit more. Hon Dave Grills, in his contribution today, had a go at the Leader of the 
Opposition about some of the things Labor has been saying about housing in the Pilbara in particular. 
Hon Dave Grills: They are the facts. 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: They might be the facts according to the member, or the facts through his eyes; 
they are certainly not the facts through our eyes. No-one can deny that in Osprey Village in Port Hedland, only 
40 per cent of the dwellings are occupied. We know that from an answer to a question in this place. I should 
point out that this question was asked in August. In August, there was a 40 per cent occupancy rate in 
Osprey Village. There are almost 300 dwellings in Osprey Village. According to the latest figures that I have, 
177 of those dwellings are vacant. We know also from answers to questions that have been asked in this place, 
and I should say also from questions that have been asked in the other place, that $115 million was spent on 
Osprey Village. That is $115 million of royalties for regions money. However, it is actually $115 million of the 
money from all of us. Osprey Village was built a couple of years ago. In July this year, Osprey Village was 
valued at $85 million. It has dropped in value by $30 million. We know also that 60 per cent of the units in 
Osprey Village are vacant. At the same time, hundreds of people are on the Homeswest waiting list for the 
Pilbara, and there are people in each of the towns who are waiting for priority housing because they are 
vulnerable, they are fleeing domestic violence, or they have illnesses that require them to access social housing. 
However, they cannot access that housing. We have people who cannot access the housing that they need, yet 
there are 177 vacant units. That is a great shame. The government has also spent $25 million on 
Cottier Apartments. We know from answers to questions in this place that those apartments are now worth 
roughly $8 million. There has been a $17 million drop in the value of those apartments. That is a total of almost 
$50 million in value that has been wiped out. That is $50 million of our money that has been wasted and is no 
longer there. 
We have spent yesterday and the last few days, and we will spend today and tomorrow, talking about the 
Loan Bill. Members have mentioned how dire the state’s finances are and how big our deficit is. Projects such as 
these have contributed to that massive debt in this state, and no-one can deny that. The state pays a significant 
annual management fee to Fleetwood, a private company, to manage Osprey Village. Again; we are paying 
out $3.8 million in management fees even though 40 per cent of the place is occupied. We are paying this massive 
amount even though it is not being fully used. As I said, meanwhile, hundreds of people across the Pilbara are 
waiting for public housing and many are desperate, yet they cannot access it. That is a real concern to me. All is 
not well in Pilbara Cities. Many people have missed out and many people continue to miss out. In this place we 
have previously spoken about Pelago in Karratha. Massive amounts of state funding were put into funding those 
buildings but the state’s investment in those buildings has dropped substantially again from $37 million to about 
$16 million. That is a drop of $20 million. Another $20 million has been wiped off our budget. 
We also saw $93.37 million spent on the Hedland 125 service worker intervention package. Members on this 
side of the house and members of the Labor Party in the other place have said that some of this intervention was 
too late. It should have happened years before. Under this project, 125 houses that were previously used for 
social housing were taken out of the pool and set aside to enable service workers to live locally. From answers to 
parliamentary questions, we have learned that less than 10 per cent of those properties are being used for that 
purpose. Very few of those properties have been put back into the social housing pool. In fact, even worse than 
that, some of the houses that were taken out of social housing for worker accommodation are now being sold by 
the Housing Authority in a depressed market. We are already seeing houses being sold for $89 000 or $159 000. 
Selling our resources, which were worth significantly more, contributes to the depression. We are selling them 
now because of this government’s financial mismanagement. 

The government putting these houses in the market at the same time that private owners are putting their houses 
in the market is causing hardship; it is depressing the economy and bringing down prices. If someone is trying to 
sell their house because they are in financial difficulty because the boom is over, the value of their house has 
dropped substantially and they are trying to sell it against the Housing Authority houses. The Housing Authority 
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should not be selling those houses. It should be using them to house people on the waiting list, many of whom 
have been on the waiting for eight or nine years. Houses are available and the Housing Authority is not using 
them. Even if we did not use them to house those people who have been waiting eight or nine years, we could 
use them to house those people on the priority list—those who are most vulnerable and are fleeing domestic 
violence or have substantial health issues—who are waiting up to two years. Why are we not using those vacant 
houses that were taken out of the social housing pool to house the sick, infirmed and disabled? We are not. Why 
have we not used royalties for regions for that? We have not because plainly and simply royalties for regions in 
the Pilbara has been about spending on baubles—shiny stuff. Has that helped those who most need the 
assistance? I contend that it has not. 

I have an issue with how royalties for regions funds have been spent. I know we seem to have missed out not 
only because I am spending more time in Hedland, but also we have not spent it on making the lives of people in 
the Pilbara easier. We have not really made the place more liveable. Yes, we have cafes and restaurants and that 
is a big part of it, but we do not have expansion of services for which royalties for regions could be used. That is 
a great shame. What we are seeing is worse than that, because although we are seeing new buildings being built, 
we are seeing public sector workers ripped out of the Pilbara. We are losing public sector workers to Perth. 
WorkSafe and mine safety inspectors used to work and live in the Pilbara—frontline services—but are now 
based in Perth. Fly in, fly out public sector workers are doing the jobs from Perth. That does not help grow 
Pilbara Cities. That helps destroy Pilbara Cities because when the government takes those jobs out of the 
community, it takes the lifeblood from the community. Sometimes we take out a partner, a nurse, a teacher and 
kids. The government is about growing Pilbara Cities so why are we removing public sector workers, for 
goodness sake? We have seen that over the past few years under this government. It espouses growing these big 
cities to 35 000 or 50 000 people, but at the same time it is ripping out the workers. That is a great, great shame 
in my book. 

I was going to talk more about housing. I could talk about housing all day. I mentioned Government Regional 
Officers’ Housing and that people in GROH are being slugged an extra $50. I saw the Leader of the Opposition 
nod her head because I know she has been contacted by teachers in the Pilbara. 

Hon Peter Collier: There is a disparity between teachers and police. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: As the minister would know, teachers are angry that they are being hit by this 
extra $50 fee. 

Hon Peter Collier: That is fair enough. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I thank the minister. I appreciate that the minister recognises that. If we are serious 
about getting people to live in the regions, we have to make it liveable for them. Yes, buildings are a part of that. 
We also have to make it affordable for them. As I read from Michelle’s email, we have to ensure that the quality 
of places that we are telling people we will house them in is decent. That is not always the case. I have said in 
this place before—I have spoken to Hon Brendon Grylls about this—that the vast majority of the work that 
comes through my electorate office relates to housing, people getting evicted, the officious nature of the 
Department of Housing locally, or people in Government Regional Officers’ Housing who have waited for 
months for repairs and who are at the end of their tether. A significant amount of work gets done. I have had 
some success with the Minister for Housing over the past couple of weeks when people have been threatened 
with eviction and I have raised the issue with the minister, because these are obviously his constituents too. 
Some of the problems have been worked out. We have had some success, but not everybody is having success. 
Not everybody is being looked after. If we are serious about growing these towns or cities and ensuring 
populations there in the future, we have to make the places more liveable. We have to make it worth their while. 
We have to attract and retain, and we are not doing that. We are certainly not doing that by slugging them with 
an extra $50 a week in rent. 

I realise this is a government motion and, as I said, I did not want to stand and take up too much time, but 
I wanted to make those few points. Yes, I am all for Pilbara Cities and royalties for regions, but I am also about 
ensuring that everybody gets a fair share of royalties for regions. That has not happened. People in Port Hedland, 
Newman and Tom Price would tell us that, and that is only people in the Pilbara. People in Broome, Kalgoorlie 
and the great southern would also express their concerns about that. 
HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral) [2.39 pm] — in reply: I thank all members for their 
contributions on this motion. It has definitely highlighted some of the real challenges that still remain in the 
Pilbara; no-one is denying that. That is why members of the Mining and Pastoral Region and members who 
represent the Pilbara still need to continue to work on Pilbara Cities and with the communities of the Pilbara to 
ensure that their future is better than the past. Shame on Hon Stephen Dawson for suggesting in his contribution 
that royalties for regions is about shiny baubles. I do not think the Better Beginnings program is a shiny bauble 
or that Aboriginal development is a shiny bauble. 
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Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Alanna Clohesy): Order! I encourage members not to encourage 
interjections in the very short time that is available. 
Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: Thank you, Madam Acting President, but I did not even look at the member while 
I was speaking, so I do not know how I encouraged an interjection. However, I take your advice on that, 
Madam Acting President. 
I do not think the opportunities afforded for Aboriginal development in tourism, education, health and small 
business through Pilbara Cities and the royalties for regions program are shiny baubles. Every time this issue is 
raised, although it is usually raised by members who represent the metropolitan area, Hon Stephen Dawson, 
communities, whether they are in the Pilbara, the Kimberley or the Gascoyne, react immediately and say that 
they support what royalties for regions has done for their communities and do not want it taken away. Members 
of the opposition suggest that they support royalties for regions, but the truth comes out in the contributions they 
make in this house. 
I am very proud of royalties for regions and the Pilbara Cities program that was introduced in 2009. 
Hon Stephen Dawson said that Karratha benefited greatly in the Pilbara. That is because Pilbara Cities started in 
Karratha—it had to start somewhere! Many of the projects that originally commenced in the Pilbara commenced 
first in Karratha, which is a bit further ahead than other areas in the Pilbara. That is what happens with 
development. There is no pork-barrelling going on in the Pilbara as suggested by Hon Stephen Dawson. If 
Hon Stephen Dawson is suggesting at all that Brendon Grylls, as the Leader of the National Party, was 
pork-barrelling in the Pilbara in 2009 when Pilbara Cities was introduced, he needs to remember that at that 
point in time Brendon Grylls was the member for Central Wheatbelt; he did not live in the Pilbara until 2013. 
I wanted to clarify this and get some facts on the record. 
I have my office in Port Hedland. I am proud of that community and I work with it very closely. The government 
definitely needs to work on certain areas and I have not walked away from that. I have not said that we do not 
have to do anything and that it is all fantastic. I never said that. Referring to people who live in Port Hedland as 
the poor cousins of the Pilbara is a bit offensive. I suggest that the people in Port Hedland are working very 
closely with the state government to ensure that projects in the Pilbara, and Port Hedland in particular, continue 
to be delivered. I will continue to work with those communities to ensure that. It has been an interesting debate 
in realising all the opportunities that are available in the Pilbara for development, whether they be in beef 
production, agriculture, tourism, health, education, housing development and the provision of more affordable 
housing. This state government has addressed those issues and invested in those areas and it will continue to do 
so. I thank members for their contribution. 
Question put and passed. 
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